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Custom Job

Making your shoes unigue is an obsession with some sneakerheads. But forget corporate customization, these three artists
take personalization to a new level by creating individually commissioned kicks. << By Jennifer Ernst

Steven Cedre, 32

Company: 5ol junkie Custom Kicks

Location: San Diepo

Nickname: “Sola lunkie®

Customizing sneakers for how lang? Two years
Background: dfrer graduating fror California State Uni
vergity, Lp:lng Bezach, witha rli:lgrg-l,: in firea arts, Codre
winrked in corporate America fod 8 few years before o
freak accident, which oczurmed while he p-.aul:rl with
hig 2-year-old son, popped two disks in his neck and
e[ him unable o work, As be recuperated, his brother
in Mew Yook called him and said he had seen people

an the streets airthrushing shoes and asked him why
e dodn'1 did Something Simiar, Ledre painted & bew
samples and then posted them onlire, “Feopla started
askingf I'd do shoes for them, and | thsughn, " Mayhe
I'm an o something hera.” 've painted shoes ever
simce, People have a hard time figuring out if it's am o
a pair of shoes,”

Materials used: Hoak-Up Faint, 22-carat gold, diamords
Design trade-
miark: "My use
af calar and
negatve space”
Most popular
style to work
on: °|'ll do
anytheng — Nike
Bir Force Ones,
hddidas, K-Swiss,
Blazers. But

| div vy faw
Reeboks — thay
already come
colorful?
Average tima
per pair: Two

10 three days af
painting, three ta four days tatal

Customer base: “I'm amazed &t how many peaple om
s0 many walks of life can respect what | do”

Celeb clients: Bobbito Garcea, Alexis B Fido, among others
Prices: £200 for just color; $350 to $800 for designs
with 22-carat gald leaf detail

Where available: Custom sneakers can be commis
sioned anling at Solejunkie.com but are not yat avail-
able in stomes




